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The ALAB Test Framework 

Test Purpose 

The purpose of the Arabic Language Arts Benchmark (ALAB) test is to provide a 

standards-based measure of the Arabic reading and writing proficiency of children 

who are mother-tongue speakers of Arabic. As a twice-yearly benchmark 

assessment, the test provides an evaluation of both individual student progress and 

Arabic language arts program effectiveness as measured against the Arabic 

Language Standards and Benchmarks written by Dr. Hanada Taha for the ISS World 

Language Initiative (WLI). ALAB test scores are intended to be used for a variety of 

low-stakes purposes including monitoring of student progress, formative 

assessment, program effectiveness reviews, curriculum evaluation, and professional 

development planning.  

 

Test Format 

The ALAB test, initially available for grades 3, 6, and 8, is a computer-based 

assessment that includes a number of innovative assessment and technological 

features. 

 It is administered via computer or tablet, using a standard web browser 

connecting to a secure, cloud-based delivery platform. 

 It is computer adaptive, allowing for the delivery of individualized 

assessments that are targeted to each test taker’s ability level.  

 The Writing test allows the option of either typed or handwritten responses. 

 The Reading test is machine scored with results available immediately upon 

completion of the test. 

 The Writing test is scored by human raters, with results available within two 

weeks. 

 The Writing test is scored by trained and certified native speakers using 

Diglossia’s web-based distributed scoring network. Whether schools use their 

own teachers or Diglossia’s raters, all raters must complete the same rigorous 

training and certification process, and no rater every rates his or her own 

students. 

 Reports provide sub-scores for each standard assessed, as well as combined 

scores for both Reading and Writing. 

 

Test Structure 

As Table 1 illustrates, the ALAB test includes three sections: Vocabulary, Reading, 

and Writing, with each section scored on a scale of 0-50. The Vocabulary and 

Reading sections are administered as a single module within the scope of a single 
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class period of 45-50 minutes. The Writing section is administered as a separate 

module in a separate testing session, also lasting 40-50 minutes. 

 

Section Number of 

items/tasks 

Test Length Score Scale 

Vocabulary 120 10-12 minutes 0-50 

Reading 20 30-40 minutes 0-50 

Writing 3 40-50 minutes 0-50 

Total  Approximately 

1.5 hours 

0-150 

Table 1. The structure of the ALAB test 

 

Reading 

As Figure 1 illustrates, the Vocabulary & Reading section uses a computer-adaptive 

multi-stage test design, with three difficulty levels, five stages, thirteen modules, and 

forty six possible pathways. 

 
Figure 1. The test design for the ALAB Reading section.  

 

In the first stage (module A), all examinees are given a 120-item vocabulary test. 

This vocabulary module employs its own computer-adaptive design that provides an 

accurate measure of a test taker’s vocabulary level aligned to corpus-based word 

frequency bands.  Based on research that has shown strong to moderate 

correlations between vocabulary knowledge and reading proficiency, the results from 

this first stage are used to route each examinee to a stage-two module (module B, 

C, or D) that is targeted to that examinee’s approximate ability level in Reading. As 
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examinees progress through the test, those who do well on a given set of items are 

routed to a more difficult set in the following stage, while those who do not do well on 

a given set of items are routed to an easier set in the following stage. 

As indicated on the “item difficulty” scale on the left side of Figure 1, modules D, G, 

J, and M present easy tasks, targeting the lower range of proficiency described by 

each grade level’s performance indicators, while modules C, F, I, and L present 

items of moderate difficulty, and modules B, E, H, and K present the most difficult 

items. 

 

Writing  

The selection of prompts for the Writing section is determined by each test taker’s 

performance on the Vocabulary and Reading test.  Highly proficient readers are 

given more difficult Writing tasks, while moderately proficient readers are given 

Writing tasks of moderate difficulty, and low-level readers are given relatively easier 

Writing tasks.  

The Writing section is delivered as a completely separate module from the Reading 

section. In most cases, it is preferable to deliver the Writing test on a separate day, 

following the Vocabulary and Reading test. Each examinee responds to three writing 

tasks for a total test time of 40 to 50 minutes with the examinee’s responses digitally 

recorded for offsite rating by trained and certified human raters.  

Schools have the option of having their students write their responses on paper, to 

be subsequently scanned and stored as a digital file, or type their responses directly 

into the computer. 

In order to mitigate the possibility that a narrow range of topic selection might hinder 

an examinee’s ability to show what he or she is truly capable of, each examinee is  

given a choice of three possible topics for each writing task. However, no examinee 

is able to select any topic more than once, assuring that each test provides a 

representative sampling of the construct.  

Test Content 

Reading  

The Reading section addresses standards 2, 4, and 5 of the Taha-WLI Arabic 

Language Standards and Benchmarks.  

 

 Standard 2: Acquisition of Vocabulary  

 Standard 4: Reading Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

 Standard 5: Reading Literary Text 

 

In order to ensure construct validity, the pool of test items developed for each grade 

level samples from the range of vocabulary frequency levels, genres and text types  
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(informational, persuasive, narrative, poetry, etc.), and reading functions (information 

retrieval, synthesis, analysis, interpretation, evaluation, etc.) that are specified in the 

performance indicators for that grade level in the Taha-WLI standards. 

 

Coverage of these three standards is distributed across the five stages of the 

computer-adaptive multi-stage test design, as illustrated in Table 2, 3, and 4.  

 

Table 2.   Vocabulary and Reading Content Coverage for Grade 3 
  

Vocabulary and Reading: Grade 3 

  Stage 1              Stage 2  Stage 3                          Stage 4      Stage 5 

Acquisition 
of 

Vocabulary 

Reading Informational, 
Technical, and Persuasive 

Text 

Reading  
Literary Text 

First 3,000 
most 
frequently 
used words 

 Use the table of contents, 
chapter headings, margins 
notes and illustrations to get 
the information needed to 
comprehend texts. 

 Answer essential questions 
about the text (e.g., why, 
who, where, what, when and 
how). 

 Infer meaning from charts, 
graphs and information 
webs. 

 Put the text events in their 
correct order. 

 

 Recognize and describe similarities and 
differences of plot across literary works. 

 Describe characters and setting in the stories 
using precise information from the text. 

 Retell the story with its correct sequence of 
events. 

 Differentiate between the various characteristics 
of literary genres, including stories, poetry, folk 
tales, moral stories and plays. 

 Observe how different authors select and use  
sensory words. 

 Identify stated and implied meanings in the story. 

 Describe methods authors use to influence 
readers’ feelings (e.g., types of illustrations and 
the use of figurative language). 
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Table 3.   Vocabulary and Reading Content Coverage for Grade 6 
  

Vocabulary and Reading: Grade 6 

   Stage 1                    Stage 2       Stage 3                                  Stage 4      Stage 5 

Acquisition 
of 

Vocabulary 

Reading Informational, Technical, and Persuasive 
Text 

Reading  
Literary Text 

First 6,000 
most 
frequently 
used words 

 Summarize main ideas in informational text, and 
find important details in different sources of 
information including books, magazines, 
newspapers and online resources. 

 Clarify important required steps after reading text 
with a set of instructions or procedures for 
completeness (such as constructing a robot using 
blocks/ligo). 

 Distinguish fact from opinion. 

 Distinguish between the important information and 
extraneous information in the texts they read.  

 Identify the purpose of the author in the text and the 
logics used as persuasive approaches if the text is 
persuasive. 

 Compare original text to a summary to determine 
the extent to which the summary adequately reflects 
the main ideas and critical details of the text. 

 

 Analyze the voice used in 
the story and explain 
whether it is the first or 
third singular points of 
view, is it formal, using 
speech or public and 
identify the features that 
prove this voice. 

 Explain how an author’s 
choice of sensory words 
influences the general 
mood of the story. 

 Explain the importance of 
the author’s choice of 
setting in the stories using 
precise details from the 
text. 



 
 

1/29/16 DIGLOSSIA Confidential Page 6
   

 

 

Table 4.   Vocabulary and Reading Content Coverage for Grade 8 
 

 

Writing  

The Writing section addresses standards 7 and 8 of the Taha-WLI Arabic Language 

Standards and Benchmarks.  

 Standard 7: Writing Applications  

 Standard 8: Writing Conventions 

 

In order to ensure construct validity, the pool of test items developed for each grade 

level samples from the range of vocabulary, writing applications (description, 

narration, summary, instruction, evaluation, persuasion, etc.), and conventions that 

are specified in the performance indicators for that grade level in the Taha-WLI 

standards, as illustrated in Table 5, 6, and 7. 

  

Vocabulary and Reading: Grade 8 

    Stage 1           Stage 2    Stage 3                       Stage 4      Stage 5 

Acquisition 
of 

Vocabulary 

Reading Informational, 
Technical, and Persuasive 

Text 

Reading  
Literary Text 

First 10,000 
most 
frequently 
used words 

 Analyze the author’s styles of 
persuasion such as compare-
contrast, cause-effect and 
chronological sequence. 

 Assess the adequacy, 
accuracy and 
appropriateness of an 
author’s persuasive 
techniques to the purpose of 
writing and identify any 
attempt of bias and 
stereotyping. 

 Compare the style of the text 
being read with other texts. 

 Identify and understand the 
purpose of the author in the 
text and the approaches used 
to deliver his idea to the 
readers. 

 Explain the different dialogues between 
characters vs. self, nature or society (like in 
Gibran Khalil Gibran) and the conflicts that 
sometimes happen between a person and their 
self or between different characters of the story.  

 Analyze the characters of the story and their 
effects on the plot. 

 Identify and explain the defining characteristics of 
literary forms and genres, including poetry, 
drama, fables, fantasies, chapter books, and 
stories of morality and wisdom. 

 Observe the difference authors’ choices of words 
and figurative expression (praise in criticism 
situations, criticism in praise situations, sarcasm, 
justification and exaggeration) and how they 
influence the general mood of the story. 

 Describe methods authors use to influence 
readers’ feelings (e.g. the types of the 
illustrations and use of figurative language). 
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Table 5.   Writing Content Coverage for Grade 3 

 

Table 6.   Writing Content Coverage for Grade 6 

  

Writing Applications and Conventions: Grade 3 

Applications Conventions 

 Write stories with a beginning, middle 
and end that follow logical order and 
include descriptive details and 
figurative language. 

 Answer questions related to stories or 
books that have been read and 
support opinions with specific 
reasons. 

 Write general Basmalah and proper 
salutation and produce writings such 
as poems, daily or semi daily diaries. 

 Write informational reports that 
include precise information and 
details. 

 

 Write in a neat and beautiful handwriting using Naskh and 
spacing words appropriately. 

 Spell studied words correctly using knowledge of the 
sounds. 

 Follow spelling generalizations (e.g., Hamza and ending 
Taa ت). 

 Use past, present and future verb tenses correctly in 
writing. 

 Use spelling strategies and segmenting the words into 
sounds to spell them correctly. 

 Use punctuation marks such as full stop, comma, question 
marks and exclamation and quotation marks. 

 Use subjects, verbs, adjectives and Edafa (a noun added 
to another noun) correctly in writing. 

 

Writing Applications and Conventions: Grade 6 

Applications Conventions 

 Write responses to questions about 
poems, books or stories and analyze 
and critique its events. 

 Write formal letters that follow letter 
format (e.g. business letters, admission 
letter in a high school or to a 
newspaper editor) and write poems, 
daily or semi daily diaries. 

 Write persuasive essays that establish 
a clear position and include organized 
and relevant information to support 
ideas. 

 

 Use past, present and future and imperative verb tenses 
correctly in writing. 

 Use subjects, verbs (marfooa, mansooba, majzooma), 
adjective adverbs, other Arabic specific parts of the 
speech such as Mafool Mutlaq, Tamyeez (the noun that 
comes after the number), types of plurals, Muthanna  
(plurals in twos only), sentences start with a verb, 
sentences start with nouns, Ishara nouns (this and that), 
Mawsoola nouns ( relative pronouns: which, whom, 
whose) ,negative sentences, adverbs of time and space, 
the passive voice and the types of objects ( Almutlaq and 
Mafo’ol lea’jleh)  in writing. 
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Table 7.   Writing Content Coverage for Grade 8 

 

Scoring of the Writing Section 

Rubric Development 

Analytic scoring rubrics are based on the 6+1 Trait writing model developed by 

Northwest Regional Education Laboratory (NWREL), with a three-point scale 

measuring the six traits of ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, 

and conventions. Performance measures are aligned to performance indicators for 

the Writing Applications and Writing Conventions standards.  

Scoring Procedures 

All Writing responses are scored by trained and certified human raters working from 

remote locations by logging into Diglossia’s web-based scoring network. Many ALAB 

raters are Arabic teachers who take the opportunity to earn extra money by working 

from home in their spare time, while others are teachers from other content areas, 

graduate students, or academics. All raters are native speakers of Arabic.  

When prospective raters first log into the rater-training web site, they are guided 

through a self-paced interactive training tutorial that explains and illustrates in detail 

the guidelines for interpreting each trait in the scoring rubric and how that rubric 

should be applied to each of the different task types included in the test. Upon 

completion of the tutorial, trainees are guided to an initial bank of 20 annotated 

training items, each consisting of a writing task, an actual student response collected 

during field testing, and a fully annotated explanation of how that response was rated 

by a Master Scoring Panel. Trainees move through this training bank one item at a 

time, scoring actual student speaking samples and receiving immediate feedback on 

an item-by-item basis, allowing them to compare their rating to the rating of the 

Master Scoring Panel. Trainees are able to see exactly how the Master Scoring 

Writing Applications and Conventions: Grade 8 

Applications Conventions 

 Write literary articles with a beginning, 
middle and end including descriptions, 
details, and dialogues in a logical 
sequence, and adding figurative 
language (similes and rhyming words) 
adding tension and suspense. 

 Use past, present and future and imperative verb tenses 
correctly in writing. 

 Use subjects, verbs (marfooa, mansooba, majzooma), 
adjective adverbs, other Arabic specific parts of the 
speech such as Mafool Mutlaq, Tamyeez (the noun that 
comes after the number), types of plurals, Muthanna  
(plurals in twos only), sentences start with a verb, 
sentences start with nouns, Ishara nouns (this and that), 
Mawsoola nouns ( relative pronouns: which, whom, 
whose) ,negative sentences, adverbs of time and space, 
the passive voice and the types of objects ( Almutlaq and 
Mafo’ol lea’jleh)  in writing. 
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Panel rated the student’s response and read comments from the Master Scoring 

Panel explaining the rationale behind the rating and alerting the them to potential 

pitfalls. Performance on this training bank does not affect the trainee’s certification 

score. If, at this point, the trainee feels that they still need further training they can 

choose to repeat the tutorial, select a second training bank of another 20 annotated 

items, or both. When trainees feel confident in their understanding and application of 

the scoring guidelines, they move on to the certification test. 

In the certification test, trainees are presented with a certification bank of 30 items, 

each consisting of a task and an actual student response collected during field-

testing. These responses have also been scored by the Master Scoring Panel, but 

trainees are not be able to see how these responses were scored by the panel. In 

order to be certified, a trainee must agree with the Scoring Panel’s rating on at least 

24 (80%) of the 30 items in the certification test. Trainees who receive a score of 

less than 80% are given the opportunity repeat the training module or to move 

directly to a second certification test with a new set of 30 items. Trainees who are 

not able to certify after the second certification test are removed from consideration.   

Certified raters are monitored continuously as they score by rater managers who 

look for signs of drift and offer feedback as needed. Diglossia’s online rating system 

maintains a database with a file for each rater who is certified. Each rater’s file 

includes information as to date of initial certification, date of re-certification, an inter-

rater reliability rating, dates and numbers of ratings performed, etc.  

Reporting of Test Results 

All performance data is accessible to approved instructors and administrators 

through a secure, web-based reporting gateway. Scores for the Reading section of 

the test are automatically calculated and recorded by the computer and are available 

as soon as the student finishes that section. Separate score reports are calculated 

and reported for each of the three standards covered in the Vocabulary and Reading  

section of the test: Acquisition of Vocabulary; Reading Informational, Technical and 

Persuasive Text; and Reading Literary Text. Scores for the Writing section are 

available within two weeks of submitting student responses.  

Access to all reporting data is password-protected to ensure security and privacy of 

examinee records. Different levels of access are established for administrators and 

teachers. Administrators have access to organization-wide or school-wide reporting 

data, depending on their role, with the ability to drill down to class or individual 

student reports, while teachers have access to reporting data for only their own 

students.  

Diglossia has developed a number of intuitive graphical reporting formats for 

reporting the results of language assessments to schools and students. All reports 

are available in both English and Arabic.  


